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4ÈÉÓ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔ !'- in 2016, which 
took place on 1 June 2016 in Brussels, Belgium. This work will not have been possible without the leadership of the 

Europatat Board, the active support of all associations and company members throughout the year.  
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&ÏÒÅ×ÏÒÄ 
 

This Activity Report is released on the occasion of the 2017 Annual 

General Assembly of Europatat (15 June 2017, Antwerp). It provides 

an outlook of the potato sector, covering business trends and key 

policy areas that Europatat has been involved in the last twelve 

months.  

 

I took over the chairmanship of Europatat a year ago after being part 

of the Board for a number of years. Together with the other Board 

members we are striving to strengthen the support given by the 

members to Europatat, so that the association, and the interest of 

all its members, remains at the centre of all the European 

discussions.  

 

In the next few years to come, Europatat mission shall remain 

focused on the trade market, while at the same time being aware of 

ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÃÈÁÉÎȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔȭÓ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ work in a connected 

world and not in isolation. The major objective of the association is to be of service of the general interest of the 

sector. Europatat counts with an important network of stakeholders which is becoming more solid and active, given 

the general benefits of finding synergies with like-minded partners. At the same time, the active participation of 

Europatat members, both national federations and private companies, which can provide technical expertise and 

valuable information for the work of the secretariat will be promoted. 

 

Close cooperation and good contacts with the European Commission and directorates-general such as DG 

Agriculture, DG SANTE and DG Trade make sure that the worries, problems and challenges of the potato sector are 

heard and understood. Europatat is often contacted by the policy makers in order to come to proposals or decisions 

that are crucial to our sector. Working in close harmony with e.g. ESA, Euppa, Freshfel and Copa Cogeca benefits to 

all. 

 

There are many topics which get the full attention of our Secretary General, of which promotion, plant health, food 

safety and food waste are just a few out of many. Our sector meets threats but also many opportunities. I am 

convinced that our Europatat organisation is the best connection to the interests of our sector. 

 

Furthermore, Europatat has lead the organisation and running of a wide range of popular meetings and other valuable 

membership benefits. In this occasion I would like also to thank all members which during 2016 have supported the 

efforts of the association to implement successfully all the activities for the benefit of the sector. 

 

I believe that this activity report is a good snapshot of how active Europatat has been in the past year and hope that 

you enjoy the reading. 

 

 

Jos Muyshondt 

President of Europatat  



4ÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 

EUROPATAT 
 
Europatat, the European Potato Trade Association, gathers national associations and companies involved in the trade 
of seed potatoes and ware potatoes from all over Europe. Initially set up in 1952 by national associations to protect 
the interests of the wholesale potato merchants, since 2010 its membership is also open to individual companies 
active in the potato trade with a view to play an even more proactive role in the European decision-making process. 

 

Europatat is an international non-profit association according to Belgian law, it is registered in the EU register of 

interest representatives, a European Commission initiative to increase transparency within the European 

environment. The Europatat register n° is 16057181340-75. 

 

MISSION 
 

Europatat is a member-driven association, undertaking multiple representation and coordination of tasks for the 

overall benefit of the potato trade. The association is located in Brussels and in its day-to-day work the association 

keeps regular contact with the services of the European Commission as well as the European Parliament. Besides this, 

Europatat has received since its establishment the encouragement and support of various official organisations such 

as the UN-ECE, the FAO or the OECD. To collaborate on horizontal matters, Europatat works in close collaboration 

with other agri-produce trade associations. 

 

%ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔȭÓ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÒÅȡ 

¶ to improve the commercial and international activities of the potato trade; 

¶ to protect the professional interests and the commercial function on a European and International level; 

¶ to represent the profession in and at all official and international organisations. 

 

STRUCTURE 
 

%ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ Á 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȟ Á "ÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÉØ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎisation enables 

it, in spite of occasional conflicting opinions and interests, to define with an open mind a common policy defending 

the profession. To allow Europatat to be continuously updated on trade issues and to respond to all legal 

developments on the EU level in a quick and efficient way, the activities of Europatat are delegated to specialised 

commissions composed out of representatives of national associations and individual companies. Potato 

professionals are encouraged to bring in their knowledge and experience in order to strengthen the position of the 

sector. 

 

4ÈÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÉÁÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ "ÒÕÓÓÅÌÓȢ 4ÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

collaboration with the fresh fruit & vegetable sector, results in a permanently available multilingual staff with various 

competences. The staff has built up a broad knowledge base and keeps in close touch with various European 

institutions, such as the European Commission and the European Parliament. 

 



The Board consists of ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ 6ÉÃÅ-President and the Treasurer, and is assisted by an Advisory 

Committee composed of the Chairmen of each of the six commissions. Board members are elected for a mandate 

period of four years, with some adjustments and transitional periods. The current Board took function on the occasion 

of the General Assembly on 1 June 2016 in Brussels (BE). 

 

EUROPATAT BOARD & ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2016-2018 

 

President    Jos Muyshondt   POMUNI 

Vice-President    Domenico Citterio  Domenico Citterio & c.s.r.l. 

Treasurer    Gilles Fontaine   Desmazières 

 

Chairman Seed Potato Commission Tigran Richter   Norika 

Chairman Early Potato Commission José Pélaez   Sevillana de Patatas 

Chairman Ware Potato Commission Francisco Moya   Negonor 

Chairman Packers Commission  Peter Van Steenkiste  WARNEZ N.V. 

Chairman RUCIP Commission  Thomas Herkenrath  Fritz Jungnickel 

Chairman Technical &   Jan van Hoogen  Agrico 

Regulatory Issues Commission 

 

 



MEMBERSHIP & BENEFITS 
 

Europatat presently incorporates the 

national associations of the biggest potato 

trade partners in the EU as well as individual 

companies active in the potato trade. The 

association counts 18 national associations, 

28 companies and 1 associated member 

among its members. At present 19 countries 

are represented within Europatat, the 

complete list of members is to be found at the 

end of this report. 

 

The membership of Europatat is balanced 

between its various membership categories 

ÁÎÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÆÏÃÕÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ 

balance of interest and a wide diversity of 

expertise available to the association. In the 

future, Europatat seeks to reinforce even 

further its cooperation with companies and 

associations based in Eastern Europe in order 

to better reflect the reality of the potato 

trade in the EU-28. 

 

Besides granting to the association the strengths of their support and their professional input, members of Europatat 

benefit from a wide range of services and advantages enabling them to get a grip on the many challenges the potato 

sector faces today: trade barriers, increasing concerns over food safety and environment, quality, etc. 

 

Among these services or advantages are: 

¶ Having the ability to influence the European decision-making process and strengthen the position of the 

potato trade sector on the international trade scene; 

¶ Having the ability to exchange views and develop common positions with colleagues engaged in similar 

activities; 

¶ Enjoying the networking opportunities offered by an association with an international dimension; 

¶ A regular Newsletter including the latest information on crucial developments in the potato trade and on 

European legislation affecting the potato supply chain; 

¶ Services of a multilingual Brussels-based Secretariat for fast answers to key questions relating to the potato 

sector. 

 

 

 

NOT YET A MEMBER OF EUROPATAT? PLEASE CONTACT RAQUEL IZQUIERDO DE SANTIAGO AT THE EUROPATAT SECRETARIAT: 

SECRETARIAT@EUROPATAT.EU. EUROPATATȭS RESOURCES ARE EXCLUSIVELY RESULTING FROM MEMBERSHIP FEES. A STRONG 

ORGANISATION CAN ONLY BE BUILT BY GAINING THE SUPPORT OF ALL THE STAKEHOLDERS IN THE POTATO TRADE. EUROPATAT 

THANKS ITS MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT! 

mailto:secretariat@europatat.eu


COMMUNICATION 
 

Information flow is a key for building policy positions, for networking and for accountability. Europatat has therefore 

developed several tools to communicate on a regular basis with its members and the outside world in the most 

efficient manner: 

V The Europatat Circular , disseminated to members on a regular basis, includes the latest information on 

crucial legislation and important developments within the potato trade. It also informs members on actions 

undertaken by the Association. 

V Europatat has also introduced Thematic Fact Sheets  for its members on a series of topics, which are 

published given a specific event or development and regularly updated. These are compilations of available 

information in an FAQ-style on key issues, such as pesticides and food waste. They aim at improving the 

communication and harmonising the industry message on certain topics. 

V The associationȭÓ official website is accessible at www.europatat.eu .It is linked to an Extranet for improved 

communication with members. 

V The official Europatat Congress website is accessible at www.europatatcongress.eu  and is the unique 

reference for regular congress participants and potential participants. 

V Europatat has its own Twitter  and Linked - in  accounts. These are being used as a tool to stay in touch with 

stakeholders, policy and decision makers and, more generally, to connect with people interested in the sector 

and the work Europatat is doing. 

V The Secretariat has also created a Wikipedia  page for Europatat, which gives the most important 

information about the association at a glance. 

 

Next to the standard communication methods, Europatat also regularly publishes press releases and position papers, 

whenever necessary. The Europatat position papers (and or official letters) are sent to different EU policy makers on 

a variety of topics to raise awareness for matters of interest to the potato sector.  

  

http://www.europatat.eu/
http://www.europatat.eu/


 

 

4Ï ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ %ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÈÁÄ Á ÂÏÏÔÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ΨΦΧ7 

Fruit Logistica fresh produce trade show to present the work of the association and 

multiply contacts with the sector. The stand was well visited over the three days of 

the exhibition, and the experience will be repeated in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.ÅÔ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ 

REPRESENTING THE SECTOR 

In order to voice the professional views of the sector, Europatat 

regularly cooperates with the EU institutions as the European 

representative organisation for the potato trade. The Europatat 

secretariat and members participate on a regular basis in EU Advisory 

Groups whose work touches upon the potato trade. Committees of 

DG AGRI include Civil Dialogue Groups on the Common Agricultural 

Policy, Environment & Climate Change, International Aspects of 

Agriculture, Organic Farming, Quality and Promotion. In 2016-2017 

Europatat has taken responsibility of chairing the CDG on Promotion 

and Quality. Europatat is also represented in the work of DG SANTÉ in particular in the Advisory Group on the Food 

Chain and Animal and Plant Health and specific ad-hoc working groups. In regard to DG TRADE, Europatat regularly 

attends the Civil Society Dialogue meetings on trade issues and the Market Access Working Group on Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Issues. In so far as the European Parliament is concerned, Europatat regularly attends Committee 

meetings of the European Parliament (Committee on Agriculture, Committee on International Trade, and Committee 

on Environment, Health & Consumer Protection). Besides this, Europatat is also accredited with the United Nations 

organisations such as FAO and UN-ECE. 

 

 

Where relevant, Europatat seeks to cooperate with other EU trade associations in order to maximise synergies and 

raise awareness on common concerns. In this light, the association is member of CELCAA (European sectoral trade 

associations) and regularly engages with the European Seed Association (ESA), the European Potato Processors 

Association (EUPPA), the European Snacks Association (ESA), the European Starch industry (Starch Europe), the 

European Fruit and Vegetable Processors Association (PROFEL) as well as the major roof organisations in the food 

supply chain (COPA-COGECA, CEJA, FoodDrinkEurope, EUROCOMMERCE, BEUC). More importantly, Europatat 

enjoys the day-to-day synergies of a shared office with other EU associations involved in the agri-produce trade: 

FRESHFEL (fresh fruit & vegetables), Growing Media Europe (growing media and soil), FRUCOM (dried fruits and 

nuts) and UNION FLEURS (flowers). Last but not least, Europatat is also member of the informal Agri-Food Chain 

RoundTable on Plant Protection, where it currently holds the chair. 



CONNECTING THE SECTOR 
 
Europatat is also a unique place for professional networking. Europatat Commission meetings are consistently well 
attended, in particular during the annual Europatat Congress. In 2016, co-organised by Europatat and Freshfel 
Europe, the Europatat Congress took place in Brussels (BE). 5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÏÇÁÎ ȰNot business as usualȱȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ 
focused on exploring strategies beyond the conventional planning to position potatoes into a successful bright 
future. Among the keynote speakers were Diego Canga Fano (Director at DG AGRI) and Ladislav Miko (Director at 
DG SANTE) that talked about the European response at changing markets and sustainable development.  

 

In 2017 the annual Europatat Congress is co-organised by Belgapom (the recognised association for the Belgian 

potato trade and processing industry) in Antwerp (Belgium) on 15-17 June 2017. Under the provocative ÓÌÏÇÁÎ ȰMake 

ÔÈÅ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ 0ÏÔÁÔÏ 4ÒÁÄÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ !ÇÁÉÎȦ ɉÉÔȭÓ ÇÏÎÎÁ ÂÅ ÈÕÇÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÇÏÎÎÁ ÂÅ ÇÒÅÁÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÒÕÅɊȱȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ will review 

the effects of the new legislation on plant health and official controls in the potato sector, as well as trade challenges 

for both seed and ware potatoes. Besides the professional working programme, the Congress will also offer several 

social events to reinforce the networking and contact among the European potato community. 

  



"ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÔÒÅÎÄÓ 
 

PRODUCTION 
 

Worldwide, potato production is growing. According to Faostat 

data, in 2014 potato production accounted for more than 384 

million T. The main producers in the world in 2014 were China 

(25%), the EU-28 (15%), India (12%), Russia (8%), Ukraine (6%) 

and the USA (5%).  

 

In the European Union however, the overall production tends to decline. According 

to Eurosatat data, at 53 million T production in 2015 was 36% lower than in 2000. 

Production is decreasing although the consumption potato surface and average 

yield is increasing in Member States with a large processing industry, driven by 

exports of its products to third countries. Germany was the biggest producer, with 

a share of 19.5%, ahead of France (13.4%), the Netherlands (12.5%), Poland (11.6%), 

and the United Kingdom (10.5%). Main producers in Europe in 2015 were Germany 

(19%), Poland (14%), France (13%), the Netherlands (12%), the United Kingdom 

(10%) and Belgium (7%).  
 

INTRA-EU trade 
 

Potatoes were traded mainly on the EU internal market: France, Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands were the 

leading traders 

 

Intra EU trade in potatoes was quite dynamic in 2016 across all Member States: about 6.3 million tonnes were 

exported to other EU markets, for a value of more than EUR 1.6 

billion. This involved mainly standard table (main crop) potatoes 

(70.9% of total intra EU potato exports in value terms); seed 

potatoes accounted for 17.3% and early potatoes for 10.1%, 

while starch potatoes made up the remaining 1.8%. Three 

Member States accounted for almost two thirds of intra EU 

exports in value terms: France (28.7%), the Netherlands (18.1%) 

and Germany (17.2%), followed at a distance by Belgium (11%). 

France and Germany primarily exported main crop potatoes 

(36% and 20.2% respectively in value terms), while 60.7% (in 

value terms) of all seed potatoes traded within the EU came 

from the Netherlands. Italy and Spain were the most active intra 

EU traders of early potatoes, both accounting for a bit more than 

22% each.  

 
  

Ware Seed Early Starch

France 1,513,651 73,433 40,192 48,147

Germany 1,507,390 65,482 37,304 53,293

Belgium 847,871 72,664 12,237 16,448

Netherlands 490,327 420,637 21,727 400

Spain 177,054 18,421 70,491 3,259

United Kingdom 159,232 21,597 4,171 37

Italy 41,883 1,990 79,668 3

Denmark 90,097 23,021 494 4

Other 194,033 14,831 121,424 17,381

Intra-EU trade on potatoes 2016 (in 1.000 T)

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Intra-EU


EXTRA-EU trade 
 
EU Export 

 

The EU is a net exporter of seed and main crop potatoes and the Netherlands was the leading trader 

 

The EU is a net exporter of potatoes: in 2016, it shipped 1.2 million tonnes for a value of EUR 535 million. These were 

mainly seed potatoes (66.4% in value and 54% in volume) and some crop potatoes (30.4% in value and 42.9% in 

volume); thus, exports of early and starch potatoes were 

almost negligible. Two thirds of seed potatoes were 

exported to southern and eastern Mediterranean 

countries. Egypt was the first trading partner both in terms 

of volume (25%) and value (23%), while Algeria was the 

second highest importer in volume (14%) and value 

(15.5%) of European seed potatoes. The EU exported crop 

potatoes mainly to Senegal (14.8% in value; 14.6% in 

volume), Norway (14.7% in value; 9% in volume) and 

Switzerland (14.1% in value and 12.5% in volume). All 

other partners imported smaller proportions of EU crop 

potatoes. 

 

 

Among the Member States, the Netherlands was the 

outstanding exporter, with an overall share of 59% in value and 

56.7% in volume; France followed at some distance (13.7%; in 

value and 14% in volume). The United Kingdom ranked third in 

value (9.5%) and fourth in volume (7%) while Germany was fourth 

in value (7.1%) and third in volume (11.3%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU Import 

83.3% of all imported potatoes were early potatoes 

 

In 2016, the EU imported few potatoes from non-EU countries: 

366 844 tonnes entered the European market from abroad, for 

a value of about EUR 150 million. These were almost all (83.3%) 

early potatoes: 305 686 tonnes (worth EUR 125 million) entered 

the European market from southern and eastern Mediterranean 

countries; more than half (51.1%) were from Egypt, 44.5% from 

Israel and 3.1% from Morocco.  



%ÕÒÏÐÁÔÁÔ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ςπρυȤςπρφ 
 

EUROPATAT COMMISSIONS 
 

The six Europatat Commissions allow Europatat to be continuously updated on trade issues and to respond to all legal 

developments on the EU level in a quick and efficient way and thus carry out the main activities of the association. 

The commissions are composed of representatives of national associations and individual companies and meet at 

regular intervals, the frequency mainly depending on particular policy or market developments. In the past year, the 

commissions have met on: 

 

¶ Seed Potato Commission: 1 June 2016, 7 February 2017  

¶ Early Potato Commission: 1 June 2016 

¶ Ware Potato Commission: 1 June 2016 

¶ Packers Commission: 1 June 2016, 8 February 2017 

¶ RUCIP Commission: 1 June 2016 

¶ Technical & Regulatory Issues Commission: 1 June 2016 

 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÁÔÔÅndance and active participation in these meetings 

provide an invaluable support for the secretariat day-to-day 

activities in promoting the potato trade and defending its interests. 

 

Given the fact that certain policy areas are covered by several commissions, the Europatat activities are presented by 

policy area rather than by separate commission. 

 

%ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ White Paper on the future of Europe  
The White Paper was the European's Commission contribution to the Rome Summit, the moment when the EU 

discusses its achievements of the past 60 years but also its future at 27. The White Paper marked the beginning of a 

process for the EU27 to decide on the future of their Union. To encourage this debate, the European Commission, 

together with the European Parliament and interested Member States, is hosting a series of 'Future of Europe 

Debates' across Europe's cities and regions. The White Paper sets out the main challenges and opportunities for 

Europe in the coming decade, and presents five scenarios for how the Union could evolve by 2025 depending on how 

it chooses to respond: 

¶ Carrying On: The EU27 focuses on delivering its positive reform agenda in the spirit of the Commission's New 

Start for Europe from 2014 and of the Bratislava Declaration agreed by all 27 Member States in 2016. 

¶ Nothing but the Single Market: The EU27 is gradually re-centred on the single market as the 27 Member States 

are not able to find common ground on an increasing number of policy areas. 

¶ Those Who Want More Do More: The EU27 proceeds as today but allows willing Member States to do more 

together in specific areas such as defence, internal security or social matters. 

¶ Doing Less More Efficiently: The EU27 focuses on delivering more and faster in 

selected policy areas, while doing less where it is perceived not to have an added 

value. 

¶ Doing Much More Together: Member States decide to share more power, resources 

and decision-making across the board.  






















